
UNBELIEF 

 

 

 

IT is the opposite of FAITH and unbelief is sin.  Faith is confidence in God and Jesus 

Christ.  It believes God’s word is true and walks in expectation of it and God’s promises. 

 

Unbelief is withholding confidence from what God says.  It is a refusal to commit, or 

give up the mind and whole being to the influence of truth.   

 

God wants to teach us in His Word about obedience to the faith, the nature of His 

character, and reliance on His Word and Promises that are true!  It is a form of unbelief to 

ignore the word.  To busy ourselves with everything but the instruction manual is like 

walking along the edge of a cliff with a blindfold.   

 

The indication of a person’s belief is apparent in their conduct.  Faith is the delivering of 

the mind to known truth.  If God Promises it, then it is sheer unbelief to doubt it. 

 

He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 

Him freely give us all things?   

 

Suppose you had a certified check or a discharged mortgage in your hand?  You spent 30 

years paying the mortgage.  Now that it is paid in full you do not believe it and continue 

to make payments to the bank!!   God has provided ALL Things you need to finish your 

race and overcome.  Don’t let lies from the enemy that flick your emotions and feelings 

on and off keep you from your destiny. 

 

 

Unbelief can take on different forms:  

Not believing God.  

Not believing God’s Word.  

Not believing God’s way is best? 

Eg: 

Unbelief is Related to doubt.   

Doubt dwelt on, not confronted and challenged can cause an error with potential 

consequences 

   

2Cor.10:5 - “We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the 

knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 

   

Unbelief can cause instability 

 

James 1:6 - “...he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.”  

Miss a purpose, opportunity  

don’t take risks and miss out on God’s timing 

Can cause us to miss a God opportunity and coming closer to Him 

http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/James-1.asp?passage=James%201%3A6&ScrptureHover=sermon-131483-Conquer%20Unbelief


Mt.13:58 -And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.  Unbelief 

hindered God’s work  

Where doubt comes from: 

Ultimately:  

Satan: John 8:44 - Satan is the father of lies. 

   

Practically:  

The World: 1 Jn.2:15-17 - “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone 

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world - the 

cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does - 

comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but 

the man who does the will of God lives forever.”  

 

Do not be deceived 
 

My heart: Jer.17:9 - “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can 

understand it?” 

 

Not applying God’s Word.  

James 1:22 - “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 

says.”   

 

if I don’t destroy it, Heb.3:13 says I will be deceived and sin will harden me.   

Destroying Unbelief and not letting it grow back (Like weeds in the soul).  

 

  

Walk by faith Applying God’s Word!!!  James 1:22  But prove yourselves doers of 

the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 

.   

Mt.17:20 - “I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say 

to this mountain, ’Move from here to there’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible 

for you."  
 

Pray God will help you with it -   

Mk.9:17-27 - Father of demon posed boy asks Jesus, “if you can do anything, take pity 

on us and help us.” Jesus replies, “If you can’?" “Everything is possible for him who 

believes.” The Father then replies, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”  

 

Holy Spirit’s power. Titus 2:9-11 Holy Spirit trains us 

The Holy Spirit empowers me to radically believe and obey God.  

 

Hardin Quote: “Those who do not believe do not pray. This is a good functional 

definition of faith. Faith prays, unbelief does not.” 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Python spirit tries to squeeze our breath get us not to pray!! 

Tozer - “Unbelief is actually perverted faith, for it puts its trust not in the living God but 

in dying men.” 

 

Heb 3:14-19 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our 

assurance firm until the end,  

15 while it is said, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO 

NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME."  

16 For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out 

of Egypt led by Moses?  

17 And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those 

who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?  

18 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but 

to those who were disobedient?  

19 So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief. 

 

 

 

 The saints' privilege is, they are made partakers of Christ, that is, of the Spirit, the nature, 

graces, righteousness, and life of Christ; they are interested in all Christ is, in all he has 

done, or will do. The same spirit with which Christians set out in the ways of God, they 

should maintain unto the end. Perseverance in faith is the best evidence of the sincerity of 

our faith. Hearing the word often is a means of salvation, yet, if not hearkened to, it will 

expose more to the Divine wrath. The happiness of being partakers of Christ and his 

complete salvation, and the fear of God's wrath and eternal misery, should stir us up to 

persevere in the life of obedient faith. Let us beware of trusting to outward privileges or 

professions, and pray to be numbered with the true believers who enter heaven, when all 

others fail because of unbelief. As our obedience follows according to the power of our 

faith, so our sins and want of care are according to the prevailing of unbelief in us.   

Matthew Henry 

 

 

 Some Causes Unbelief 

 

Selfishness Pride Want to do it my way Brings in worldliness. 

 

Hypocrisy insincerity no transparency all around us breeds distrust 

 

Unforgiveness Bitterness self-pity super glue us to past/ cannot move forward 

 

 Arm of the flesh relying on self and other humans instead of inquiring from God /helping 

God like Abraham with Hagar to conceive a son 

 

Regard for our reputation John 5:44 seek honor others and not honor that comes from 

God 
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Abuse and rejection from earthlings in our life cause us to disbelieve God’s Word Will 

Way The enemy tries to get us to believe negative things about God’s Word 

 

Having an opinion and making up your own mind about God’s Word without ever 

reading the Bible cover to cover. 

 

Unwillingness to believe whatever rebukes our sin, Secret sins we do not want to give 

them up.  Is God truly Lord over all?? Rejecting Light for darkness.  No man rightly 

understands and believes the Bible who remains in persistent sin.  You cannot expect 

communion with God walking in willful darkness. 

 

Confidence in the opinion of those who are unsaved.  Or those who are saved but have no 

faith.  Confidence is an act of the will.  A person can see many signs and wonders and 

still choose to walk in unbelief. 

 

Gluttony is a form of unbelief. It degrades the mind and brings it into bondage of the 

flesh. 

 

Unbelief is wickedness according to God’s Word. 

 

It denies God’s character, integrity, and says his promises are not true. 

 

Unbelief waters down obedience to the faith 

 

Unbelief is a bride having no confidence in her husband even with all the evidence in His 

Word. This must wound God’s heart!! 

 

It tramples the Son of God underfoot and counts the blood of the covenant.  I do not feel 

in my heart that he is my Wisdom sanctification redemption  

 

No one believes who finds it hard to love.  No one believes who finds it hard to repent.  

Can one who sees the death of Christ find difficulty in repentance? 

 

No thanksgiving and praise.  A sign of unbelief! 

 

Lack of prayer or finding it difficult to pray.  Does not the state of the Church and the 

world cause one to cry and intercede and repent for our sins and the sins of others.  Job 

22:28-30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


